In-the beginning, the Earth.was.empty.and without form: 

Four billion years ago,.life was conceived, and the first tiny organisms, 
danced their Brownian Motion dance in the-primordial ‘ooze ~ shattering the 
dark tranquility of the unliving-worla: 

The Earthoffered harsh resistance to life's intrusion: 
Again andagain, catastrophe wrought mass extinction, threatening. 
to restore the utter peace of emptiness. 
But life iS defiant. \t strives. Tt fights. 1t endures, 
It renews-itself..lt drives itself-into new-niches; conquers 
new environments; and invents new forms. 


Life creates. 


The Earth exists in @ universe where matter and energy-are one, 
~where Relativity and Uncertainty.are fundamental principles, 
where waves become particles if they are observed —a.quantum universe 
where reality. is but.a work in progyess, waiting. to be shaped by a creative force. 
What a dangerous place-for-life to arise! 
~ Six million years ago, humankind evolved-on-earth, 
bringing vast. new creative power-to life: Our thoughts.and 
dreams are potent forcesin-a quantum universe, 
“Humankind’s meager senses glean but scant bits of chemical, 
mechanical,and electromagnetic data, providing only a hazy impression 
of the quantum world around us. We live in this world, unaware 
ofall that is-in it We can conceive far more than we can-perceive: 
Blind to quantum reality, .we can-only imagine. 
All-we imagine is real. 


Onlythe limits are imaginary. 
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MASS AT TAS 
RATE, THE EMP 
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PITIFUL IGNORANT MONADISTS! 

WHY CAN'T THEY UNDERSTAND 

THAT WE'RE GRANTING THEM 
ETERNAL LIFE ? 


you 
WILL DIEAS 
INPIVIDUALS 


AND BE \ 
INCORPORATED! JS 


CENTURION ! PRAISE 
THE ORG! 


TURION. 


NI 
FELLOW... Prrccz IS NO DEATH AS 
. O! LONG AS WE REMAIN 
Pp—\ PART OF THE SYSTEM! 
ONE WORLP, ONE 
ORGANISM ! 


ae 
AT THE EMPEROR ‘5 (E— 
ARMADA YARDS, Za? 


9 WE'VE GOTTEN WORD 

FROM THE INCORPCENTER! 

EIGHTY MILLION MEGAVATS 

OF PLASM ARE ON THEIR 
4 way! 
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I'VE BEEN NECK: 
OEEP IN 
SPLATTERED 
GORE ALL pay! 
IT ONLY MADE 
ME 71REL, 


HAYE TO MAKE 

A STOP FIRST! 
OFFICIAL 
BUSINESS! 


Hor--! THIS 
ISN'T THE WAY 
TO THE 


TRUE , BUT IF I WERE TO CASUALLY 
MENTION TO MY DEAR COMRADE 


WHO YALE 
INPIVIDUALITY 


NO, IMTOO 

WEARY, FRIEND. 

IT'S BEEN AN 
Ey ARCLOUS DAY, 


SPINED PUS 
Pump! LETS 
GOTO THE 
BIG GAME 


HELLO AND PRAI, 
THE ORG, FELLOW 
PLASVOIPS! LT AM 
TAX MASTER 
LLNAREAH f 


NO! PLEASE! LET * 
US PROVE OUR 
LOYALTY! WE! 


I DON'T KNOW HOW 
I LET yOu TALK ME 
INTO THESE THINGS, 


WILL TWEAK 
YOUR PASSION: 
NODES, LORC! 


"WE'RE GOOD CITIZENS! 
PLEASE, SIR, WE'VE 
DONE NOTHING / 


TELL ME, UL... WHY PID THEY GIVE 
YOU WHAT MUST BE THEIR LIFES 
SAVINGS 7 


&,THIS 


I SWEAK, \ 
TEAM CAN'T LOSE, 


LORCA! BET YOUR 
HEAD-PLASM! 


Ni ‘ E THE BALL! 

BETTING ON TACKL! le DILL CUT 
SPLATTERBALL '\S CAN'T SCORE Fa OFF ITS 
AS STUPID ANP \ WITHOUT THE | A=\RETREAT? 
DANGEROUS AS BALLS 

PLAYING IT, UL! 


—_ 


ONE FLASK ON THE 
GUIGASH SLAUGHTERERS! 
IT'S BOOKED, SIR! 


IN FACT, IM SO CERTAIN 

THAT THE SLAUGHTERERS 

ARE GOING JO SHRED THE 
STORMTUSKERS» IM 
GOING TO DOUBLE THE 
BET! MY CREDITS STILL 


iE 
BALL! SCARROX 
CARRIES... WHAT, 
ASLASHING 
RUNNER ! 


MULCH HIM! WE NEED TOTALLY SEVERED. 

THE PLASM TO RE- USELESS. AT LEAST 

GENERATE OUR GOAL T'vE STANCHED THE 
RENPER'S LIMB. BLOODFLO 
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HOW COULD FOR THE LOVE 
THEY LET OF ORG, SMASH 
Hi 


§ SIZING UP HIS GOAL: 
iS BUT THE 
SLAUGHTERERS 


aR 

GOAL -RENDER IS 

L THE BEST INTHE 
LEAGUE! 


HERES THE PLAY! AORTALON S INTHE END ZONE! 
HES GOING FOR THE SFVKE/ BUT 


HERE COMES DEFENSE-ZOM 
BLooDmAW ! 


AORTALON SPIKES THE BALL! HES 
FLATTENEDO, BUT... PE TUSKER: 


HAVE Ae 
THE ENE SAW ME (DRE! 

HOPPING AROUND es 

ON ONE LEG? MY 

CAREER’P BE 


YY AW...! Z KNOW 
SOMETHING FOU'LL 
LIKE. IT'S ATMY HOME. 
I'LLORDER SOME 
BUZZIUICE TOGO! 


LAYGEN |S FREE! FREE 
ENTITY! I WON'T BE 7OUR. 
PLEASURE-Zzom! 


STAY 
AWAY FROM 
LAYGEN / 


SHE WAS COCREATED 

WITHOUT A PERMIT... AND. 

GET THIS, THEY LOOOVED 
HER , LORC. 


ETLY, 
“THEY CS ate 
HER HEAD Ww 
A ALLTHEIR HERETIC, 
INPIVIDUALIST 
SLUDGE... 
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FREE - 
Ek, Nord ZOM! EXTR4- 
VAL OR NOT, SHE HAS RIGHTS! 


COMPLLEORS | a 
STATE 
2OUR NAME, 
CITIZEN! 
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RISONER 
NOW, SEEKER (D> 
LORCA. 


‘THAT HE FOUND AN SHE |S |NCOHERENT. SHE IS uN: 
PAE Ar CHILD THE INFLUENCE OF AN INTOXIGANT. 


BUZZIVICE. 
HE FORCE-FED 


HER THE 
BUZZIUICE! 


Som D 

WOULD HAVE 
EN Lees as 

KIND 12 aw 


HUH! YOU TWITCHED TO THAT 

SWEET LITTLE MORSEL, TOO, 
+» AND HELLO, FRIEND Va LORE! ALMIT IT WHY'D you 
LORCA! WHAT ARE | SPOIL EVERYTHING? 


YOU DOING HEREZ. 


THE CORONATION COME IN \XE= .. BY HIS DIVINE ELEVATES AND DECLARE: 
THE GREAT PALACE OF THE AUTHORITY, HORTCH THE HONORABLE finareat 
EMP. THO SEASONS L. \ THE JOVIAL es A GRAND INQUISITOR OF THE 
See SuPREME AN ORG OF PLASM! 
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PRAISE 


HOW L'VE WAITED 
TO WEAR THIS 


INDEED. EPAULET! 


DEVASTATING 
ON AND OFF KEEPME AWAY 


THE FIELD 
OF 


TomoRROW. 
SHE GRADUATES: 
TOMORROW. 


HOY! LETS 
ce 


BRATEL 


YOU TWO MAKE QUITE A 
LUST-MATCH, LORC! AND 
I HAPPEN TO KNOW SHE'L 


.. CONSIDERING 
YOUR DISTIN- 
GUISHED RECORD, 
DEDICATION To 


HM... AH! SPEAKING OF LUST/OUR 
LITTLE MORSEL SHOULD BE 
RIPE SOON. LAYGEN, WASN'T IT? 
WHEN DOES SHE GRADUATE 2 


MAY I ASK WHY A COMMAN! 

RANK OFFICER WISHES TO 

VISIT OUR HUMBLE SCHOOL 
CENTER 7 


HOY! IM LOOKING FOR LA%GEN/ 


THERE 1S NO LAYGEN ON 
THE Dt oT. 


RECS US 


AH... L REMEMBER NOW. HAVE 
YOU COME TO TAKE WHAT xOU 
ONCE PASSED URL? 


wIF I DON'T MA 
TO KILL 7OU FIRST. 


YOU'RE A SEEKER. 
YOU FIND “TARGETS” 
-- WORLDS TO BE 
CONQUERED , 
STRIPPED AND 
RAVAGED. 


YOU WOULD DOWELL TO 
CONSORT WITH ONE OF 
MY RANK. 


«A CELL IN THE BODY OF THE ECO- 

SYSTEM? KILLING MEISONLY A 

VUINOR CRIME. ONE OF YOUR 

RANK COULD PROBABLY GET 
AWAY WITH IT- 


SO TCHCOSE TO STAY HERE, 
CARING FOR INNOCENT NEO- 


FORMS -- AS FAR REMOVED 
FROM ORG SCCIETYAS POSSIBLE, 


BUT THANKS TO yOu, 
EVERY CORNER OF THE 
COSNOS HAS BEEN 
INCORPORATED INTO THIS: 
BLOATED ORG. 


AT FIRST SIGHT, GOMETHING 

ABOUT THAT MORSEL AWAKENED 

AGREAT HUNGER |NSIDE HIM, 

PRAETOR. I SAW IT FLARE IN HIS 

EYES... AND I KNEW SOMEDAY 
IT WOULD BE USEFUL. 


AT LORCAS CENTRUM, DAYS LATER... 


AH YES, FINPING TARGETS. SO 
IMPORTANT JO THE ORG! ANO 
MORE DIFFICULT ALL THE TIME. 


YOU'RE SO DEPICATED 


E To puTy/ 


A WORLD IN THEOUTER 3} 
'S, TWELVE DAYS Ff 


YOUR ZOMS WOULDN'T 

LET ME IN, LORCA,..60) 

LI TWistrRipPEo 
THEM. 


IoLp \ JAW VERY DEDICATED 
YOu... TO DUTY, TOO ONCE 
ATARGET IG POUNZ.. 


THAT, &. 
THINK, FINISHES 
THE RESISTANCE. 

CONGRATULATIONS, 
C7 S\_IERACEEN. 


T SHOULD TWISTRIP 
YOU, Too. 


BEEN BUS», 
7 SUERACEEN... J 


AND TO YOU, LORCA, 
FOR LOCATING THIS 
WELL-HIPCEN 
WORLD. 


KILLTHEIR INTO THEIR’ 
LEADERS! VET 


Ou SEEM TROUBLED, MEEK! \(ANBUEHX QUICK! 
LUST MATE k 


VW 
WELL HOY; THE SPLATTER NICE RICH GORE FOR YES.TIME TO 

PONE, TASTES GOOD AND THE ORG! TIME TO CALL MULCH THE 
LORCA) COPPERY! THE KEAPER'S / BIOMASS... 


WITH YOU! 


NOW, SIT DOWN, 
ANE cCaTEM, TO, 


THE NATURE OF MY LIFE IS TO 
GE AN INDIVIDUAL. ONE SELF, 
MY SELF, UNTIL I DIE! 


LAYGEN 
16MM QUE! 
IWILL LIVE 
ONCE AND 


«WHERE LIFE 1S NOT SO... 
DESPERATE, GO ALL- CONGUMING 
THAT IT MUST CONSTANTLY 
DEVOUR EVERYTHING, INCLUDING 

SELF... 


CRUEL, BUT IT'S TIME FOR YOu 
SIOP BEING A CHILD AND 
ACCEPT iT! 


THERE /S NO DEATH! AS LONG 
AS WE REMAIN IN THE SYSTEM, 
WE LIVE FOREVER S 


«WHERE INDIVIDUALS CAN LIVE 

THEIR OWN, SACRED LIVES... 

WHERE LOVE |S STRONGER THAN 

LUST... WHERE I BELONG. I WiSH 
I COULD FIND IT. 


WHETHER OU LIKE ITOR NOT, 
THE NATURE OF LIFE ISTO 
BECOME OWE--ONE SYSTEM, 
ONE ORG. OUR ORG. 
=) Z 


I..IM" YOU ARE A FREE- 
SORRY THINKER. YOU HAVE 


LORCAS CENTRUM , ONE-POINT 
THREE. (SB LATER... 


CURRENT PROBE SEQUENCE 

AND ENTIRE CYCLE COMPLETED, 
SIR. WE HAVE TESTED FOR RESO- 
NANCE ALONG THE ENTIRE SPEC- 
TRUM OF THE LINIFIED FIELD 
FROM THEORETICAL MINS TO 


AFTER ALL I'VE ACQUIRED FOR 
THIS ORG, THEY Nae 
SHUT ME DOWN, /GMOGE TH : 


THEN PROBE IMPOSSIBLE LOCI! 
TEST MATHEMATICALLY ABSURP 
LEVELS / IF THERES NOTHING 
WHERE SOMETHING COLLD BE, 
LOOK WHERE ACTHING COULD 
BE. 


MATHEMATICALLY 
FEASIBLE LEVELS 


SIR, WE'RE OVER 
OUR ENERGY 
ALLOCATION. THE 
RESOURCE 
POLICE ARE 
THREATENING TO. 


HWHUH ! WAITI OU! GOTO THE SCHCOL 
CENTER/ BRING LAYGEN 


HERE! BE DiISCREET/ 


THEKES 


LORCA! yOu'REY 
STILL HOLED 


I OUGHT TO JUST 
HAND-MULCH xOu 
ANP BE DONE 
WITH yous Tr 
NEVER GET TO 
SEE Ou 
ANYMORE / 


JUST RESEARCH 
DATA. I'VE BEEN 
VERY BUSY. PLEASE, 
SUE... I'VE GOT TO 
GET BACK TO WORK. 


TLL SEE YOu ATMY 
ELEVATION CERE- 
MOONY TONORROW... 

ALL RIGHT? 


THE GRAND INQUISITOR'S KEEP... 


OH, COME NOW, CITIZENS ! 

YOU'RE TO BE FLAYED BY BITE- 

WHP FOR SQUANPERING 
RESORCES. 


IT DOESN'T MATTER. 
LORCA'S ELEVATION |S 


* | READY ITSTIME TO 
SPRING OUR LITTLE 
JOKE. 


YOU'LL HAVE TOCOME UP WITH 
AMHCH BETTER BRIBE THAN 
THIS EXTRALEGAL NEOFORM FO 
ME TO SUSPEND 7747- 


MY LOVE, ISN'T IT DANGER- % 


OUS FOR OU TO RISK HAVING 


SURVEILLANCE REPORTS THAT 

SUERACEEN PAID LORCA A BRIEF 

MISIT-- BUT MORE IMPORTANTLY, 

HES APPARENTLY SENTA ZOM 

TO THE SCHOOL CENTER TO 
FETCH LAYGEN 


WORK, 
PRAETOR!| 


ALERT SEEKER 
LORCA. HIS GUEST 
HAS ARRIVED. 


I'VE FOUND \T! A PLACE 
WHERE WE CAN GO, WHERE 


NO ONE WEY EVER FIND 


T'LL NEEO ONE OF ME, 

TOO. WE'LL EXTINGUISH 

THEM AND LEAVE THE 
BODIES BEHIND... 


KIND OF ) LIMITS OF OUR 
REALITY... A WORLD OF} 
INDIVIDLALS, MUCH 
LIKE US, WHO VALUE 

THEIR LIVES. 


ILL DESTROY THE 
CENTRUM... MAKE IT LOOK 
LIKE AN ACCIDENTAL EXPLO- 
SION. IT MIGHT TAKE THEM 
HUNPREDS OF SEASONS TO, 
DUPLICATE My RESEARCH. 


SOON, IN THE RESEARCH DOME... 


TLL NEED 4 LOcK CNS 
OF YOUR HAIR...50 \ A, 
Tcancrestes Wf 
GENETICALLY PER- Ygf 

FECT ZOM-CLONE 


THIS IS WHERE WE'RE 
GOING, LAYGEN. 


BY THEN WE'LL HAYE LivED 

OUT OUR UNIQUE LIVES ANP 

BE FAR BEYOND THE POWER’ 
OFTHE ORG! 4 


My ZOMS WILL RETURN 
YOU TO THE SCHOOL. 


> a. 
CNS , 
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EVERYTHING WILL BE READY 
By TOMORROW NIGHT. WELL LEAVE 
RIGHT AFTER MY ELEVATION 

CEREMONY. 


WE'LL FOLLOW ? 
THEM. LET LORCAS 


ZOMS THINK THEY'VE 


THE GREATEST 
4 SEEKER IN THE 
HISTORY OF THE 
ORG... a 


Sar) ELEVATE 
HIM ACCORDING 
TO OUR BELOVED 
EMP'S WILL, TO THE 
EXALTED RANK OF 
SUPRI 
ACQUISITOR! 


THIS ELEVATION 

COMES NEW RESFON- 

SIBILITY, SUERACEEN, 

THERES SOMUCH 
TO 0. 


«THE PLASMO}! 
WHO'S KEPT THE 
CHATTEL MARCHING 
IN AND THE PLASM 


IT 1S AN HONOR 
"WD PARTICIPATE 
IN YOUR 


HELLO, EVERYONE. HORTCH THE 
JOVIAL, YOUR SUPREME AND 
DIVINE EMP, HERE . CHALLENGES 
DEAR LORCASS 


I, THE GRAND INQUISITOR, 


CONFESS, LORCA! WE WILL 
MULCH HER, OF COURSE BUT 


WE'LL GO EASIER ON 


I< 


HERE |S LORCA'S 4 
Ee LOVER | disaster Mynethy? 
<0) 


oD tH 
seh 
N 


= yy 
SFY NOW... HIS EYES WILL BETRAY 
= a EH» WATCH FOR THE 


IN HIS EYES! 
w 
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Y I WATCHED His EyES. ENOUGH NONSENSE. 
HE DIDN'T FLINCH. PROCEEP WITH THE 
CERENVONY. 


LORCA, OLD 
FRIEND / NO 


EITHER WILL T. Ha! 
NEITHER WILL I! 


